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CI VI CS 

Grade VI I     

Lesson 1.  On Equalit y 

   

 

 

 

1. Equalit y in t er ms of  vot ing means 

 a) Univer sal Adult  Fr anchise b) Vot ing  

 c) bot h of  t hese  d) None of  t hese 

2. The I ndian Const it ut ion r ecognise ever y per son as 

 a) I ncident al b) equal c) bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

3. Fir st  st at e in I ndia t o int r oduce mid-day meal scheme was 

 a) Guj ar at  b) Ker ala c) Tamilnadu d) None of  t hese 

4. The women who changed t he cour se of  Amer ican hist or y was 

 a) Mit chell b) Rosa par ks c) Linda Par k d) None of  t hese 

 

 

 

 

 

i. J oot han is an aut obiogr aphy wr it t en by 

 a) J awahar lal Nehr u  b) B.R. Ambedkar                     

 c) Ompr akash valmiki d) Mahat ma Gandhi 

ii. Which Ar t icle of  t he I ndian Const it ut ion makes pr ovisions t o t r eat  people equally and   

 wit h dignit y? 

 a) Ar t icle  15 b) Ar t icle 16 c) Ar t icle 17 d) Ar t icle 18 

iii. I n which case your  dignit y is violat ed? 

a) I f  someone t ells you t o polish his shoes  

b)I f  t he vendor  t hr ows a coin t o you inst ead of  giving it  t o  your  hand. 

c) I f  someone gives you  a chair  t o sit    

d) Bot h a and b  

 

1. a 2. b 3. c 4. b 

I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 

I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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iv. The f ir st  st at e in I ndia t o int r oduce midday meal scheme 

 a) Ker ala b) Tamil Nadu c) Mahar asht r a d) West  Bengal 

v. Rosa par ks was  

 a) an Af r ican – Amer ican woman  b)  a Ger man woman  

 c) a whit e woman t eaching t he black st udent s d) None of  t hese 

(i) a ii) c iii) d iv) b v) a 

 

 

 

1. What  does democr acy mean? 

 a) equal r ight  t o vot e b) Unequal r ight  t o vot e  

 c) Discr iminat ion  d) all of  t hese 

2.  Accor ding t o Univer sal Adult  Fr anchise ever y adult  has: 

 a) No vot e b) One vot e c) Road, books, pen and copies mult iple vot e 

 d) All of  t hese 

3. What  is NOT t he element  of  equalit y? 

 a) J ust ice b) Religion c) Wealt h d) Healt h 

4. Whose aut obiogr aphy is ‘J oot han? 

 a) Ompr akash  Valmiki’s b) At al Bihar i Vaj payee’s  

 c) Mahat ama Gandhi’s d ) Pt . J awahar lal Nehr u’s 

5. What  did t he headmast er  ask Ompr akash valimiki t o do? 

 a) To br ing a glass of  wat er  b)  To sweep t he school playgr ound   

 c) To t each t he st udent s d) None of  t hese 

6. When per sons ar e t r eat ed unequally what  is violat ed? 

 a) Dignit y b) Religion c) Cast e d) Pr act ice 

7. The I ndian const it ut ion r ecognises? 

 a) All people ar e equal b) All people ar e not  equal 

 c) All people ar e economically sound d) None of  t hese 

8 Who dr af t ed t he I ndian const it ut ion? 

 a) Pt . J .L. Nehr u  b) Mahat hma Gandj i  

 c) Lal Bahadur  Shast r i  d) Dr / B.R. Ambedkar  

 

I I I .  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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9. Who r epr esent  our  pr oblems in t he Par liament  House? 

 a) Our selves b) MLAs c) SHO D) MPs 

10. Civil Right  movement  of  USA was about : 

 a) Af r o Amer icans b) I ndo Amer icans c) Bot h of  t hese d) None of  t hese 

11. What  is t he cent r al f eat ur e of  Democr acy? 

 a) I nequalit y b) Discr iminat ion c) Equalit y d) r est r ict ions 

1) a 2) b 3) b 4) a 5) b 6) a 7) a 8) d 9) d 10)a 11) c 

 

 

 

1. What  does democr acy mean? 

 a) Unequal r ight   t o vot e b) Equal r ight   t o vot e  

 c) Discr iminat ion  d) None of  t hese 

2. Whose aut obiogr aphy is ‘J hoot han’ 

 a) Om Pr akash Valmiki b) Mahat ma Gandhi  

 c) Bhim Rao Ambedkar  d) Pt . J awahar lal Nehr u 

3. When per sons ar e t r eat ed unequally what  is violat ed f or  t hemselves? 

 a) Cast e b) Religion c) Dignit y d) Pr act ice 

4. I n which st at e t he mid-day meal was f ir st  int r oduced? 

  a) Ut t ar  Pr adesh b) Raj ast han c) Tamil nadu d) Mahar asht r a 

5. Mid-day meal scheme was st ar t ed in : 

  a) 1999 b) 2003 c) 2001 d) 2000 

6. Who dr af t ed t he I ndian Const it ut ion? 

  a) Dr . B.R. Ambedkar   b) Mahat ama Gandhi     

  c) Lal Bahadur  Shast r i d) Pt . J awahar lal Nehr u 

7. The Mid day meal pr ogr amme is helped in incr easing t he : 

  a) At t endance b) Enr olment  c)  Ent er t ainment  d) Bot h a and b 

8. Rosa par ks was : 

  a) Ger man Woman    b) An Af r ican woman  

  c) A Whit e woman t eaching t he black st udent s d) None of  t hese 

9. The Civil Right s Act  was passed in : 

  a) 1965 b) 1963 c) 1964 d) 1967 

I V.  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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10. The Gover nment  of  I ndia passed t he Disabilit ies Act  in : 

 a) 1995 b) 1996 c) 1994 d) 1998 

 

 

 

 

1. When per sons ar e t r eat ed unequally, t heir  _________________ 

2. I n I ndia, t he pr inciple of   _________________ is r ecognised. 

3. I ndian Const it ut ion abolished _________________ . 

1. Dignit y 2.Equalit y of  all per sons 3. Unt ocuhabilit y 

 

 

 

i. The Civil  Right s Act  was passed in   _________________.  

ii. The par liament  is t he cor ner st one of  our  democr acy and we ar e r epr esent ed  in it  t hr ough our   

     democr acy and we ar e r epr esent ed in it  t hr ough our  _____________.  

iii) Ompr akash Valmiki and t he Ansar is wer e t r eat ed unequally on t he bases or  dif f er ent  of    

 _________________ and _________________ 

iv) The I ndian Const it ut ion r ecognises ever y per son as _________________. 

v) The midday meal pr ogr amme has helped incr ease t he _________________and 

    _________________of  poor  childr en in school 

 

 

 

1. _________________was t he f ir st  st at e t o int r oduce Midday meal scheme 

2. We ar e r epr esent ed in t he Par liament  t hr ough our  _________________ 

3. Our  const it ut ion r ecognises ever yone as equal bef or e _________________  

1. b 2. a 3. c 4. c 5. c 6. a 7. d 8. b 

9. c 10. a       

i) 1964 
ii)   Elect ed  

     r epr esent at ives 

iii) Cast e,  

      Religion 
iv) Equal 

v) Enr olment ,  

    At t endance 

 I .  Fill in the blanks 

 I I  Fill in the blanks 

 I I I  Fill in the blanks 
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4 When people ar e t r eat ed unequally t heir  _________________ is violat ed 

1. Tamilnadu 2.elect ed r epr esent at ives 3.law 4.  dignit y 

 

 

 

1. Univer sal Adult  Fr anchise is an essent ial aspect  of  all _________________ 

2. J oot han is t he aut obiogr aphy of  _________________ 

3. The _________________ is a common f or m of  inequalit y in I ndia 

4. The I ndian const it ut ion r ecognises ever y per son as _________________ 

5. Ever y per son is equal bef or e t he _________________ 

 

 

 

 

1.  Democr acy    - a) 1954 

2. Const it ut ion   - b) Dalit  wr it er  

3. Ompr akash Valmiki  - c) Abolished unt ouchabilit y 

4. Civil Right s Act    - d) Equal r ight  t o vot e 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Democr acies 2. Om Pr akash Valmiki 3. Cast e syst em 4. equal 5. law 

1) d 2) c 3) b 4) a 

Column A Column B 

i) Univer sal Adult  Fr anchise a) Br oken 

ii) Kant a b) Right  t o vot e 

iii) One common f or m of  inequalit y  

in I ndia is 

c) The Unit ed  St at es of  Amer ica 

iv) Dalit  d) Lives in  a slum  

v) Civil Right s movement  e) Cast e syst em 

i) b ii) d iii) e iv) a v) a 

 I V.  Fill in t he blanks 

 I .  Mat ch the columns 

 I I  Mat ch the columns 
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a.  Democr acy   - i) f ir st  st at e t o int r oduce Midday meal scheme  

b. J oot han   - b) 1964 

c. Tamilnadu   - c) 1995 

d. Disabilit y Act   - d) Equal r ight  t o vot e 

e. Civil Right s   - e) Ompr akash Valmiki 

a) iv b)  v c) i d) iii e) ii 

 

 

 

 

1. Mid-day meal scheme pr ovides f ood f or  hungr y 

2. Ambedkar  said t hat  it  is gr acef ul t o live at  cost  of  one’s self -r espect  

3. UAF assur es economic dignit y only 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Disabilit y Act  a)2001 

2.Civil Right s b) Ar t icle 15 

3.Midday Meal c) 1964 

4.Pr ohibit ion of  discr iminat ion d) 1995 

1) d 2) c 3) a 4) b 

1  Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3.  False 

 I I I  Mat ch the columns 

 I  True or False 

 I V Mat ch the columns 
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i. The Civil Right s Movement  was st ar t ed in t he lat e 1950s f or  equal r ight s f or  Af r ican-           

  Amer icans 

ii) I nf luent ial per sons ar e special bef or e t he laws 

iii) The midday meal scheme was st ar t ed in t he year  2005 

iv) The Ansar is easily got  a f lat  

v) J oot han is an aut obiogr aphy by Ompr akash Valmiki which t alks about  his exper iences of  

 gr owing up as a dalit  boy.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. The Ansar is easily got  a f lat  in t he desir ed ar ea 

2. J oot han is an aut obiogr aphy of  Ompr akash Valmiki 

3. Kant a bor r owed money t o pay her  elect r icit y bill 

4. Rosa par ks was an Af r ican - Amer ican. 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. Tr ue 

 

 

 

1. Civil Right s Movement  of  USA was about  I ndo- Amer icans 

2. Equalit y in t he cent r al f eat ur e of  democr acy 

3. Lal Bahadur  Shast r i dr af t ed t he I ndian Const it ut ion 

4. We ar e r epr esent ed in t he Par liament  t hr ough our  elect ed r epr esent at ives 

5. Rosa Par ks was an Amer ican I ndian 

 

 

 

 

 

i) Tr ue ii) False iii) False iv) False v) Tr ue 

1. False 2. Tr ue 3. False 4. Tr ue 5. False 

I I  True or False 

I I I  True or False 

I V True or False 
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1.  What  is Universal Adult  Franchise (UAF)   Give an example f rom I ndia 

I n a democr at ic count r y like I ndia, adult  cit izens, ir r espect ive of  t heir  r eligion, cast e, 

educat ion, st at us, gender , r ace, colour  or  place, have t he r ight  t o vot e.  This is called Univer sal 

Adult  Fr anchise. 

2.  On what  idea is UAF based? 

The idea of  UAF is based on t he idea of  equalit y as it  st at es t hat  ever y  adult  in t he 

count r y, ir r espect ive of  his/ her  wealt h, communit y, r eligion, r ace or  colour  has t he r ight  t o 

vot e. 

3.  Def ine const it ut ion 

I t  is a document  t hat  lays down t he basic r ules and r egulat ions f or  people and t he 

gover nment  in t he count r y t o f ollow. 

4.  What  is Civil Right s Movement? 

I t  is a document  t hat  lays down t he basic r ules and r egulat ions f or  people and t he 

gover nment  in t he count r y t o f ollow 

 

 

 

 

1.  I n a democracy why is universal adult  f ranchise import ant ? 

I n t he I ndian democr acy, all adult s ( 18 year s or  above) have t he r ight  t o vot e.  This 

aspect  is impor t ant  because it  is based on t he basic idea of  equalit y.  I t  st at es t hat  ever y adult  

in t he count r y, ir r espect ive of  his/ her  wealt h and communit y, has t he r ight  t o vot e. 

2.  I n what  was Omprakash Valmiki’s experience similar t o that  of  Ansaris? 

Bot h Ompr akash Valmiki and t he Ansar is had t o f ace inequalit y due t o t he r eligion and 

cast e t hey wer e bor n in.  I t  was a violat ion of  human dignit y while Valmiki had t o sweep t he 

school gr ound, Ansar is wer e not  given an apar t ment  t o live in. 

3.  Why do you t hink it  is import ant  in a democracy? 

I t  f ur t her  means t hat  t he law is supr eme and all people big or  small r ich or  poor  ar e 

equal bef or e t he law.  Ever y one has t o abide by law and any one who violat es t he law, will be 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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punished accor ding t o t he law,  No one is consider ed above law.  I t  is impor t ant  in a democr acy 

t o pr eser ve t he t r ue. Nat ur e of  a democr at ic societ y wher e dignit y of  ever yone is r espect ed. 

4. Name t he t wo laws made by t he government  f or promot ing equalit y.  

i) The disabilit ies Act  in 1996  has not  been f ully implement ed in t he scene as t he 

building is not  f easible f or  him t o walk. 

ii) Ramp f acilit ies could give a bit t er  per spect ive of  it s const it ut ion f or  disabled or   

specially able st udent s. 

iii)  Being car r ied by a wheel chair  may make him f ull insecur e. 

iv) His dignit y would be hur t  as he would be unequal in t he eyes of  ot her s. 

5.  How is Kant a’s lif e dif f erent  f rom her owners? 

i) Kant a wor ks as a maid f or  t he J ain f amily.  While t hey vot e t oget her  t hey ar e 

dif f er ent  in ot her  sit uat ions. 

ii)  Kant a lives in slum, while J ain f amily lives in a bungalow. 

iii) I f  Kant a’;s daught er  f alls sick, she has t o visit  a gover nment  hospit al and st and in a 

long queue.   While t he J ain f amily goes t o a pr ivat e clinic and doesn’t  have t o st and in queues. 

iv) So, kant a has polit ical equalit y, but  whose daily wages and wor king condit ions ar e f ar  

f r om equal. 

6.  How is cast eism or common f orms of  inequalit y in I ndia? Explain wit h the help of  an  

    example 

i) Cast e ident it y is a ver y common f or m of  inequalit y in I ndia. 

ii) One such example is of  Ompr akash Valmiki , a Dalit  wr it er  who in his  aut obiogr aphy 

‘J oot han’ wr it es t hat  in school, he had t o sit  separ at ely f r om ot her s. 

iii) I n class I V, he was asked by t he headmast er  t o sweep t he ent ir e school and t he 

playgr ound , while ot her  childr en used t o st udy. 

iv) I t  was not  Ompr akash who t old his f at her  about  it , but  one day his f at her  walked in 

and saw him sweeping.  He war ned t he t eacher  against  t his t ype of  discr iminat ion. 

7.  How are minorit ies denied equalit y in I ndia? Explain with an example 

i) Minor it ies of  dif f er ent  r eligions ar e denied equalit y  in I ndia. 

ii) Over  her e, we can give  t he example of  Mr . And Mr s, Ansar i who went  t o look f or  a 

house in a big cit y of  I ndia wit h a pr oper t y dealer . 

iii) To t heir  sur pr ise most  of  t he landlor ds gave lame excuses like t hey could not  allow 

non-veget ar ians in t heir  building. 
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iv) The pr oper t y dealer  asked Mr  and Mr s Ansar i t o change t heir  names t o Mr  and Mr s 

Kumar  but  t hey r ef used. 

v) I t  t ook t hem a mont h bef or e t hey could f ind a house. This shows t he t ype of  

discr iminat ion against  minor it ies in I ndia. 

8.  How is dignit y and respect  of  people hurt? 

i) When per son ar e t r eat ed unequally, t heir  dignit y is violat ed.  I n a school a child was 

malt r eat ed on gr ounds of  cast e. 

ii) He was t r eat ed as an unequal as he belonged t o a low cast e 

iii) I t  was an inhuman way of  hur t ing his dignit y 

iv) Likewise, if  a Muslim or  Chr ist ian or  any ot her  r eligious minor it y is denied r ight s, his 

dignit y is hur t . 

9.  What  does t he I ndian Const it ut ion provide on equalit y? 

The I ndian const it ut ion r ecognises  t he r ight  of  ever  per son t o be equal.  I t  means t hat  

ever y individual in t he count r y, including male and f emale per son f r om all cast es, r eligions, 

t r ibes educat ional and economic backgr ounds ar e r ecognised as equal. 

10.  How does I ndian const it ut ion provide equalit y? 

The I ndian const it ut ion pr ovides equalit y t hr ough f our  ways. 

i) Ever y per son is equal bef or e law 

ii) No one  is discr iminat ed on t he basis of  r eligion, r ace , cast e, place of  bir t h or  

gender . 

iii) A per son has access t o all public places including playgr ounds, hot els, shop and 

mar ket s. 

iv) Unt ouchabilit y has been abolished 

11.  How has the government  t ried t o  implement  equalit y in I ndia? 

The gover nment  has t r ied t o implement  equalit y in I ndia t hr ough t wo met hods: 

i) Laws : Sever al laws have been made by t he gover nment  t o t r eat  ever y per son 

equally, 

ii) Pr ogr ammes : The gover nment  has or ganised pr ogr ammes f or  giving gr eat er  

oppor t unit ies t o t hose who have been t r eat ed unequally f or  cent ur ies. 

12.  Has equalit y been really established in I ndia? 

i) Even t hough t he I ndian const it ut ion pr ovides equalit y people ar e st ill discr iminat ed on 

t he basis of  t heir  cast es, r eligion, disabilit y economic st at us and gender . 
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ii) Change in at t it ude t o t r eat  ever yone equally and wit h dignit y is a cont inuous st r uggle 

which has t o ensur e pr ovision of  dignit y and equalit y f or  all. 

13.  What  sparked Civil Right s Movement  in USA? 

i) An Af r ican- Amer ican women called Rosa Par ks af t er  a  t ir ing day r ef used t o give up 

her  seat  t o a whit e man on 1 December   1955 

 ii) This incident  st ar t ed a huge agit at ion against  t he unequal ways in which Af r ican 

Amer icans wer e t r eat ed. 

iii) This movement  came t o be known a Civil Right s Movement . 

14.  What  was Civil Right s Act  of  1964? 

i) The Civil Right s Act  of  1964 pr ohibit ed discr iminat ion on t he basis of  r ace, r eligion or  

nat ional or igin. 

I  also st at ed t hat  all schools would be open t o  Af r ican- Amer ican childr en and t hey 

would no longer  have t o st udy in separ at e school. 

15.  What  is t he condit ion of  Af rican- Americans in the count ry? 

i)  A maj or it y of  Af r ican- Amer icans st ill cont inue t o be among t he poor est  in t he 

count r y. 

ii) Most  Af r ican- Amer ican childr en can af f or d t o at t end only gover nment  schools which 

have f ewer  f acilit ies and poor ly qualif ied t eacher s when compar ed t o whit e st udent s who goes 

t o pr ivat e schools or  live in ar eas wher e t he gover nment  schools ar e as good as pr ivat e schools 

16.  How is equalit y a big challenge f or democracy? 

i) No count r y can be called t ot ally democr at ic 

ii) t her e ar e always individuals  and communit ies who t r y t o expand t he idea of democr acy 

and push f or  a gr eat er  r ecognit ion of  equalit y. 

iii)To cont r ol t his st r uggle in a democr acy, t he idea is t o t r eat  all per sons equally wit h 

dignit y. 
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1.  Re- read t he box an Art icle 15 and st at e t wo ways in which t his art icle addresses  

   inequalit y 

i) The st at e shall not  discr iminat e any cit izen on gr ounds of  r eligion, r ace cast e, sex or  

place of  bir t h or  any of  t hem. 

ii) No cit izen shall on gr ound only of  r eligion, , r ace cast e, sex or  place of  bir t h or  any of  

t hem be subj ect  t o any disabilit y, liabilit y, r est r ict ion  as condit ion wit h r egar d t o 

a) access t o shops, r est aur ant s, public t r anspor t  and places of  public ent er t ainment  

Or 

b) t he use of  wells, ghat s, r oads and places of  public ent er t ainment  maint ained wholly or  

par t ially out  of  st at e f unds or  dedicat ed t o t he use of  t he gener al public. 

2.  How does Art icle 15 of  t he const it ut ion promot e equalit y? 

Ar t icle 15 of  t he const it ut ion pr ohibit ed discr iminat ion on gr ounds of   r eligion, r ace cast e, 

sex or  place of  bir t h  I t  r eads. 

i)   The st at e shall not  discr iminat e against  any cit izen of  gr ounds of  r eligion, r ace 

cast e, sex or  place of  bir t h or  any of  t hem. 

ii) No cit izen shall on gr ounds only of  r eligion r ace cast e, sex or  place of  bir t h or  any 

of  t hem be subj ect  t o any disabilit y, liabilit y, r est r ict ion   or  condit ion wit h r egar d t o 

Or 

a) Access t o shops, public r est aur ant s, hot els and places of  public ent er t ainment . 

b) The use of  wells, t anks, bat hing, ghat s, r oads and places of  public r esor t  

maint ained wholly or  par t ially of  st at e f unds or  dedicat ed t o t he use of  gener al public. 

3 How has mid- day meal scheme helped the count ry  t o progress? 

i)  The mid-day meal scheme was launched f or  t he f ir st  t ime in TamilNadu.  I n 2001, 

t he Supr eme Cour t  asked all st at e gover nment s t o begin  t his pr ogr amme in t heir  schools wit hin 

six mont hs. 

ii) I t  has impr oved t he at t endance r at io of  childr en in schools. 

iii) I t  had been r epor t ed ear lier  t hat  childr en would of t en go home f or  lunch and not  

r et ur n back t o school. 

iv) Mid-day meal scheme has impr oved t he enr olment  and at t endance r at io of  poor  

childr en in schools. 

v) Fur t her , it  has even led t o Dalit  empower ment  since Dalit  women ar e employed in 

quit e a f ew place t o cook t he meal. 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 


